
 

                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                            

 

17th September 2021 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

It has been lovely to see all the children back in the Academy and things being the most normal they 
have been for the past 18 months. We are all working together to ensure the student’s school life is 
as focused and enjoyable as possible after Covid and that things are back to how they were pre-
lockdowns and remote learning, but do understand this is harder for some children and families than 
others which is why we are working hard to speak to as many families as possible to reassure and 
support in whatever way possible – our inclusion teams are also spending additional time with children 
to ensure they are looked after and settling quickly back into school life. The year 7s have made a 
fantastic start and seem very happy and are enjoying their learning – which is also lovely to see. Please 
find below a list of information regarding what is happening at the school over the remainder of this 
half term, plus a few reminders about uniform standards and behaviour expectations and an 
introduction to our new SLT members.  

There have been a few changes to the Senior Leadership Team as the school is growing rapidly and 
student numbers are increasing, and the needs of the school are changing. Mrs Wildes has joined us 
as Vice Principal of Secondary from another school where she was both Vice Principal and Interim 
Head. Mrs Wildes will be working closely with all staff and students as the school moves forwards on 
its journey and supporting the secondary school improvement ensuring standards in Teaching and 
Learning, Inclusion and Attainment of children are the best they possibly can be. Mrs Wildes is also a 
languages teacher and teaching a range of MFL classes this academic year. Miss Smith has also joined 
the Senior Leadership Team as Associate Vice Principal with a specific focus on Attainment and 
Teaching and Learning. Miss Smith is known to the school having been a Director of Maths for a 
number of years and therefore many of you may know her already. Miss Buckley continues in her post 
as Assistant Principal alongside her role as a teacher of English. The team continues to be headed up 
by Miss Robinson in her role as Associate Executive Head over both Primary and Secondary.  

Please do contact the school to arrange a conversation with your child’s Learning Manager or to 
arrange a meeting with a Senior Leader if you need further clarification or would like extra support 
with any aspect of your child’s education. (Please note our senior leaders also have a teaching 
commitment so you will need to arrange a suitable time to meet with them to ensure we don’t 
interrupt the education of our children). We encourage all parents to make appointments wherever 
possible and not to just turn up to the school – we recognise this is easier in Primary to speak to staff 
more ad-hoc but is difficult in Secondary with teaching commitments and needing to give our students 
100% attention during school hours. We will accommodate wherever possible. 



 

Just as a reminder the Learning Managers are, 

Year 7  Miss Tweed 
Year 8  Miss Sharpe 
Year 9 & 10 Miss Taylor 
Year 11  Miss Deniff 
 
I hope you find the attached information helpful and supportive. Miss Robinson and Mrs Wildes will 
be sending regular newsletters/letters to parents at regular intervals to ensure you are kept up to date 
with everything happening in the Secondary Academy so please make sure you have our App 
downloaded to your phone/tablet to ensure you receive everything. Instructions on how to download 
our App can be found on our website should you need them. 
 
 
We wish you a great half term 
Regards 
 
 
 
Miss P Robinson     Mrs S Wildes 
Associate Executive Headteacher   Vice Principal (Secondary) 
 
 
 
  



 

Dates for your Diary 
 
 
22nd September – Year 7 Settling-in Evening, 3 – 5pm 
The evening will be when school is open to parents of Year 7 children to come in and meet form tutors 
and key members of staff. It will also be an opportunity for Year 7 parents to walk around the Academy 
with their children and see their new learning environment (more details to follow) 
 
24th September – MacMillan Coffee Morning (students only) 
This will be an internal event for our students to enjoy and support a very worthy cause. Students will 
be asked to bake and bring in cakes, which can be sold to other students and staff for a small fee – 
raising money for the MacMillan Trust. Students will be provided with information through form time 
nearer the data and we thank you in advance for your support with this event. 
 
28th September – School Photographs 
Photographers will be on site to take the annual school photos. (All students must have an updated 
photograph taken even if you don’t want to purchase any for home. This is for safeguarding reasons 
so their ID can be updated on the internal school systems – we hope you understand and support 
this).  
 
Week commencing 27th September – Year 5 & 6 visits to Secondary 
There will be timetabled visits for the Primary children in Year 5 & 6 to visit the Secondary Phase and 
have some trial lessons and meet key staff. Parents of these children will be advised individually 
regarding specific arrangements. 
 
Week Commencing 4th October – Year 11 Mock Exams 
These exams will cover the final 2 weeks of this half term and take place at various times in this time 
frame. Students will be provided with an individual timetable, but we ask all Year 11 parents to 
encourage their child to attend every day, be on time to school/lessons and to attend all intervention 
sessions (timetabled every day after school Monday to Friday for one hour). This will help your child 
to be prepared for these exams and ensure the best outcomes. 
 
June 2022 – Year 11 Prom 
We will be organising a Prom next Year for our Year 11s and we hope to arrange it as a very special 
off-site experience. Miss Buckley will be working with small Prom Committee to arrange the event 
which we hope will be an incentive to Year 11s to work hard, attend all interventions where possible 
and attend school every day. Students will earn points on their personal Student Passport to ensure 
their invite to this very special occasion and we hope you will support them to achieve this. 
 
Student Breakfast 

Week Commencing Monday 20th September we will be providing free toast and juice to all students 
in the Main Canteen from 8am until 08.20am. We hope this will help support a really positive start to 
the day for all our students and ensure they have the most important meal of the day. 

Start of the School Day 

A gentle reminder that the first lesson in school starts promptly at 08.30am every day. The expectation 
is that students are seated and ready to start their learning a few minutes before 08.30am so they are 



 

not rushed and are focused to start the lesson. For this reason we expect all students to be through 
the school gates before 08.25am and hopefully giving themselves plenty of time to enter school, sort 
any issues and maybe have some breakfast, before arriving in plenty of time for their learning. If a 
student arrives after 08.25am (GMT time) the main student gate will close and they will enter through 
Main Reception where they will receive their late mark, a C4 detention for the following school day 
and then move quickly to their Period One.  

Arriving late to a lesson disrupts the learning of the other learners, and also on that of your child. As 
an Academy who cares about every child’s education without exception, we need to ensure this does 
not happen (wherever possible) and so enforce the 08.25 cut off via the main student gate. 

 

Academy Uniform 

We encourage all parents to read our uniform policy which outlines the clear expectations for all 
students who attend the school. The school is able to help and support regarding any uniform issue 
should any parent request it. We have attached further clarity regarding school shoes on the following 
page. 

 

Students break up for half term on Friday 15th October at 2.30pm and return to 
school on Monday 1st November. 

 


